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POWERS MAY CURB COLOMBIA;

OUTLOOK DARK IN FAR EAST.

OiPLOWli ITS URGE

COLOMBIA TO KEEP

HANDS OFF PANAMA,

Bogota Government Can Ex-

pect No Sympathy From
Europe if It Precipi-

tates Hostilities.- -

FUTILITY OF WAR EXPLAINED.

General Reyes Foais That lie
Cannot Control Colombian

Army if His Mission Is
a Failure.

j' HE WILL ASK ARBITRATION.

Xaval Commanders Probably
Will Ignore Presence of Troops

on the Island of Pines, at
Least for the Present.

O 0 B
TROOPS OCCUPY ISLAND

NEAR PANAMA COAST.
Washington, TJtc. I!. Official con-

firmation lias reached Washington
of the landing of the Colombian
troops on the Island of Pines (Los o
Pinos), which lies close to the coast
of Panama. These troops number
eighty, and they have taken up a
position on this high Hand with
the intention of ' making paths
through the Jungles.

The Island of Pines is the only
island along that coa.st which is
wooded. jieaUcdjpltSi. piciintains ani
also well uateied, thus offering ev- - A
Pry facility for camping and being
used as a. bare of observations.

Washington. Dec 1. Diplomatic pres-tur- e

will be brought to bear on Colombia
b several European Power to prevent
war between that country and the United
States.

The l'rst step in this direction already
has been taken by reveral foreign Powers
through their representatives here, who

if have Informed General Rafael Re eg of
the futility cr any attempt by Colombia
to retake Panam. declaring that it will
rcsi.lt only In preciptatlng the Bogota
Government Into war with the United
Slates, and have said to him that the re-

sult of such a catastrophe Colombia her-- m

If must realize.
If this is not sufficient, the representa-

tives of these countries at Bogota will be
instructed to Inform President Marro-qul- n

that Colombia can exnect no sym-
pathy from the European Powers In any
movement she tmy make on Panama,
v hleh would Inevitably Involve her in war
with the United States.

REYES FEARS OUTBREAK.
The members of the Diplomatic Corps

have been informed by General' Ilejcs
himself that ho fears he can with diff-
iculty cheek his people much longer.

General Ilejos Is not talking for publlca-tlon.b- ut

to several European Ambassadors
he confided his fears with frankness, and
it is said he Is doing over thing In his
power to prevent an outbreak before the

A conclusion of his mission, but that, al-- "
though his influence with the arms Is con-
siderable, he is so far away that It Is
difficult for him to make this felt as
strongly as if ho were on the ground and
in command.

Diplomats whom Genera! Reyes Ins ap-
proached on the subject say that what he
most fears is the result of the announce-
ment nt llogota of the failure' of his mis-
sion, lie himself realizes that the most
he ean hope from the Government of the
Unitid States Is an offer that It will use
moral suatlon to prevail upon Panama to
resume'her portion of the Colombian debt.
Further, General Reyes has been told, he
can expect nothing.

TO SAVE WHAT HE CAN.
"I came to Washington to save what I

cojld from shipwreck," he said to a" diplo-
mat of high rank.

Realization of the true situation, it is
sald, will not prevent General Reyes
from" calling on the United States for a
rcferenco to The Hague of several of
the questions at Issue.

""( It is on tnt point mat .uropcan dlplo- -'

mats have told General Reyes that It is
expecting too much to expect this Gov-
ernment to submit any phase of the Pana-
ma matter to Tho Hague. Several Am-
bassadors have earnestly advised tho
General to impress on his people 'the fact
that Europe wants the Isthmian canal,
and that Colombia can expect no svm-pat-

frcm that quarter.
It has been further pointed out by these

diplomats that the proffered sympathy of
several South American Republics can
avail Colombia nothing In the event of
war with the United States.

MAY CALM COLOMBIANS.
It Is hoped that the receipt of this news

In Bogota will do much to calm the feel-
ing there, and hold the Colombians In
check until General Reyes can return.

Gceat Britain and .the Netherlands have
taken pains to let General Reyes know. In-
directly, that Colombia reckons without
her host if she. Interprets thelrdelay in
recognizing the Republic of Panama asan evidence of their sympathy for Co-
lombia, or as due to other than a desireto protect the interest of their financiers,
who are the largest holders of Government
bonds.
lit la said here to be unlikely that our

taval commanders In isthmian waters will
Mo to the extent of dislodging the Colom-Ajf- a

troops which have landed on thelaud of Pines. On this point, however,
the policy of tne Government. has not been
dettnltely dec" - . ;

JAPAN REJECTS

eOSSIA'S TEB

ENGLAND GLOOMY

Mikado Asks That Russian
Offer, Which Contained No

Tangible Concession. Be
Reconsidered.

VIOLENCE GOES ON IN KOREA.

Japanese Troops Can ISe Landed
Theie to Restore Order Only

by Consent of Czar's
Government.

WAR RISKS ARE MUCH HIGHER.

Lloyd's Seems Persuaded That
Hostilities in Far East Cannot

Be Avoided Russian Bonds
Depressed.

Tokio, Dec 21 Japan's reply to Russia
was handed to Raron de Rosen this after-
noon at a conference between the Russian
Minister and Foreign Minister Komurjfat
the Russian legation.

Japan's reply is no way in the nature
of an ultimatum, but she asks Russia to
reconsider certain essential points In her
reply to Japan, which is. In effect, a re-

fusal to accept tile terms proposed.
The Russian reply contained no tangible

concession. Inasmuch as it excluded Japan
altogether from "the Manchurian question
and proposed an equal position for the
two Powers In Korea.

Sixty military engineers' have been dis-
patched to Korea to replace the civil telegraph

operator attached to the Japanese
telegraph lines on the peninsula. It Is
officially asserted that the step taken has
no military significance.

VIOLENCE IX KOREA.
Paris. Dec 21. A dispatch to the Havas

Agency from Seoul, Korea, says:
"Numerous conflicts have occurred at

Chemulpo and Masampho between Jap-
anese and Korean inhabitants. The
Korean telegraphers have charge of tho
line from Seoul to the coast.

"The possibility of Japanese troops land-
ing to preserve order is discussed, but it
would only be dono with the consent of
the Russian Government.

WAR RISKS HIGHER
SrCCIAI. Bf CABI.K TO THE NEW YORK

HERAIJ) AND TIIC ST. IOUIS KDPUBUC
London. Tuesday. Dec. 22. (Copyright.

1903.) War risks at Lloyd's to-d- reached
the highest rate recorded since the far
Eastern crisis becan.

Forty guineas per cent for a thrco
months' policy was received. Rates Tor
a war risk for ono month run about thirty
guineas.

Tho general feeling at Lloyd's te most
pessimistic This is, the most disturbing
clement In the situation.

War rates at Lloyds arc not built upon
eiincr speculation or surmise, but upon
carefully collected information.

Mr. Bennett Burleigh. In tho course of a
dlTntch from Nagasaki to the Daily Tel-
egraph, sas that further serious news
was received to-d- from Tokio, Indicat-
ing the approach of war.

DRY DOCKS REQUIRED.
The Japanese Government has given no-

tice that it will need all the dry docks In
tho country for the fleet. These vessels
have already, says Mr. Burleigh, begun
in turn to enter the docks for cleaning-- .

Mr. Burleigh also records his opinion
that there Is much "bluff in the present
Russian military position.

BUYING MUCH COAL.
There has been much activity in the lastfew days on the part of Russian agents

in purchasing Cardiff coal and fuel for
Port Arthur and Vladivostok. Business is
being transacted as privately as possible,
but it is known that half a dozen steamers
have been chartered to load with coal
and fuel between now and February. It
is estimated that the quantity purchased
since September aggregates a quarter of
a million tons.

Cargoes shipped in October are expected
to arrive at their destinations in tho
course of the next week or so.

In view of the largo orders from Rus-
sian agents, many English collieries are
refusing to sell coal for export except at
prohibitive prices.

Surgical instrument makers, says tho
Dally Mail, oro doing a large trade in Rus-
sia and Japan.

At the present moment there is no con-
firmation from any other source of the
Pekin report that Japan has reiterated
her previous demands at St. Petersburg
and has accompanied them by a. time limit.

STOCKS DEPRESSED.
The situation has had its effect on the

Stock Exchanges of the world and nerv-
ousness was apparent in the London mar-
kets

Tho Paris bourse also was decidedly
weak under tho Influence of unsatisfactory
news, which caused some heavy sales, and
free offerings In international stocks and
South African mines.

Russian stocks suffered a serious decline,
other foreigners being also considerably
easier. In the second part of the day the
calmer disposition was noticeable. Never-
theless weakness predominated at the
finish.

Russian 4 per cents of 1898 fell 14 frank.
A depressed tone was also manifested on
the Berlin bourse, especially regarding for- -
elgn Government stocks and bank snares. '-

EXPLOSION OF BATTERY OF POWER-HOUS- E BOILERS

ERECTS TRANSIT SERVICE OVER BROAD AREA;

FOUR MEN KILLED; SEVEN INJURED; ONE MISSING.
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THE DEVD.
W. WILSON. (Mm fitter, crushed to death.
LOUIS nAltDEm, No. 4431 I'ar'n. avenue,

neero fireman, scalded from head to foot.
left Ie- and left arm broken; died at City
Hospital.

FRAN: STEELE. No. 422) Kennerly avenue,
negro fireman, head, arms and back scalded;
'died at City HospltnL

XJ.SIDENTIFIi:) NDGnO.
TUB I.VJIlUEn.

JAMES McCAKTIIV. No. 1S0S Missouri ave-

nue. im of Patrolman McCartbj,
struck on head with fljlnc brick; not perlous.

WILLIAM OANTT. No. 1311 Scott avenue,
negro nreinan. scalded about face and arms;
will die.

DENNIS O'LEAnT. scalp wounds; not seri-

ous.
1'ETElt VALLEY. No. 25 Johnson street, ne-

gro boiler washer, bruised head and arms; not
serious.

SIMON MIXON. No. 2640 Aaams street, negro
coalpasser. head scalded; serious.

CHARLES G. THOMPSON. No. 4047A Fair-
fax avenue, negio boiler washer, bruises on
head, back and arms; not serious.

JOB GP.OOMS. No. 2S07 Scott avenue, negro
boiler washer, bni'sea on head, bodj and arms;
not serious

MISSIXG.
Robert Fulton, No. 3019 Washington avenue,

engineer.

Only for tho prompt action of a work-
man who shouted a brief warning to his
fellow employes, there doubtless would
have been a long death list, as the result
of an explosion which w recked the power-
house of the St. Louis Transit Company
at Geyer and Missouri avenues,causing the
death of four men and Injuring nbout four-
teen, shortly after 5 o'clock yesterday
afternoon.

The force of the explosion was tremen-
dous. The thick brick walls of the power-
house were crushed outward as though
they had been made of pasteboard.

One boiler was hurled nearly two blocks
and narrowly missed a group of children
playing in the street near where It fell.

The workmen, warned by one man, and
who had eought safety across the street
from the power-hous- e, wcro thrown from
their feet, and for several minutes after
the explosion wero powerless to assist
thoso that they knew were burled under
the wreckage.

Patrolman Tom McCormlck, who lives
In the neighborhood, was ono of the first
to reach the wrecked building.

In all directions there were tangled trol-
ley wires, whose supports had been
leveled by tho shock, hissing and emitting
long, nngry flashes of blue fire as they
camo In contact wltR the wet ground.

Surrounded by that barrier of death-dealin- g

power, the vast pile of bricks,
timber and other wreckago held many
lives within its embrace, and it required
nerve and daring To attempt a rescue.

McCormlck. however, succeeded In pick-
ing his way through the electrical
"trocha" and, grasping the unconscious
form of one of the negro firemen, carried
the man to the drug store on the comer
of Geyer and Jefferson avenues, w here his
injuries were temporarily dressed.

WRECKAGE TAKES FIRE.
The flames from s of the boil-

ers rapidly spread to the wreckage and
the combustible material was soon burn"
ing fiercely. A first alarm was almost Im-

mediately followed by a second and within
a few minutes thero were several com
panies of firemen to assist the volunteer
rescue corps.

In the growing darkness, tho moving
forma of those trying to fight their way
to the imprisoned men through the angry
flames which w ere shooting from the dark
mass of debriu looked like ghouls dancing
about their mystic cauldrons.

The air was filled with shouts, and tho
occasional shrill and penetrating cry for
aid served to nerve the rescuers to al-

most superhuman exertions.
STEAMFITTER BURIED.

The first of those that fought their way
through the smoke and flames into the
heart of what had been the power-hous- e

boiler-roo- m found W. Wilson, a stcam-fltte- r.

Imprisoned beneath a huge heap
of wreckage.

With burning embers falling nbout them
and utterly Indifferent to their own dan-
ger, the firemen strove valiantly to save
Wilson. Fiercely they attacked the huge
beams that pinned him beneath their
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CRIPPLED CUR 1W ' H
SERVICE REPAIRED. ''

Two Accidents in Different rower-Ho-

uses Cause the
Trouble.

EXPLOSIONS AT BOTH PLACES.

The Suburban Company Was Out
of Business Most All Day
and the Transit Has a
Supper Hour Accident.

An accident to a steam pipe at tho Do

Hodlamont power-hous-e of the Suburban
Company and the destruction of one of
the Transit power-hous- by the explo-

sion of Its boilers combined In a way that
made an Impression on thousands of
shoppers who remained downtown until
after 5 o'clock last night. Everybody got
home, and this morning all of the troubles
will be at least temporarily repaired, but
there was a world of inconvenience that
didn't come to an end until tho great shop-
ping crowd had gotten safely home.
Thousands of suburbanites who live near

tho county lines of the Suburban Company
were late In getting: to their work yester-
day morning. After waiting for cars which
did not come, they were forced to walk
long distances to railroad stations. All
buburban tralti3 In and out of Union Sta-
tion were crowded and In many Instances
extra accommodation trains were run.

Among the improvements being made at
the De Hodlamont station of tho Suburb-
an Railway Company Is that to replace
the large steam pipe which connects the
boilers with the engines.

Shortly before the starting of the morn-
ing cars from the sheds this pipe burst
and the company was unable to run its
cars, with the exception of a few on the
western division-o- f the Maplewood line.

It was not until early this morning that
the leak was repaired. Officials of the
Suburban Company stated last night that
a large force of men had been working
at the break all day, and that their cars
would be running this morning a usual.

When the Geyer avenue explosion oc-

curred last night tho downtown streets
were filled with the Transit Company's
cars, carrying persons from their work
home.

The lights In all cars grew dim, and
there was hardly enough power to operate
the cars.

Later In the evening the service was im-

proved, the lines which depended on the
dynamos made useless by the explosion
being connected with wires running from
the other power-hous- of the Transit
Company. Officials state that the service
.is not,greatly impaired1 and cars would be
jruanlrus as usual 1 '

Showiii-- - tin: force of the cxplulu n. which wrecked boilers and bulld-Ju(-- s

nt Geyer :ind Slissouri avenues. O ue loiler was hurled nearly two blocks
and windows In houses for several blocks were shattered.
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PLEA FOR KRATC.

Asks Tluit Opportunity Be Given
Fugitive to Trove His Inno-

cence of Boodling.

TALK BECOMES IMPASSIONED.

Styles Missouri Prosecutors "Hu- -

man Bloodhounds'' and Quotes
Scripture in His Exhortation '

to Mexican Court.

SPECIAL TO THE REPUBLIC BT CABLE
VIA GALVESTON.

Mexico City, Mexico, Dec. 21. Charles
Carroll appeared before the Federal au-

thorities In behalf of Charles Kratz to-

day and presented a statement, In which
ho denied emphatically the guilt of his
partner.

At times he was hysterical, and bitter
throughout, quoting Scripture freely.

He charged political persecution as the
sole animus of the proceedings, and
called upon the Government of Mexico to
afford Kratz a temporary refuge from
"the human bloodhounds on his trail."

"Krati stands ready to prove his Inno-

cence to the satisfaction of any one au-

thorized to investigate," said Carroll, "and
If it can be shown in a single Instance
that he has received a single dollar from
any one, or that he was offered an induce-
ment of any kind to stay away from St.
Louis, then, in that event, he will pledge
himself to return voluntarily at once, con-

scious of his own Innocence.
"The foellng against Kratz has been

used and Is still being used to further
the ambition of designing politicians.

"All he asks now is, for the time being,
protection under the beneficent laws of
thla Republic, knowing full well he will
return voluntarily to St. Louis as soon
as his business interests permit, as he
is guilty 'of no wrong or overt act and
not afraid to abide the decision of an lm-- I

ioatinnea on nutc xwo.

LEADING TOPICS
--EC

TO-DAY- 'S REPUBLIC.

GRAIN CLOSED; ST. LOUIS-M- AY

WHEAT 824c BID; MAY CORJT M'JC
ASKED.

CHICAGO MAY WHEAT S2'iC BID:
MAY CORN C ASKED.

THE SUN RISES THIS MORNING AT
7:18. AND SETS THIS EVENING AT 4:tt.

THE MOON SETS THIS EVENING AT
S:S5.

WEATHER I.VDICATIOX.
For St. Lnala nnd Vicinity Fair

and mnch colder Taeaday) winds
Khlftinir to northvrcatcrl)-- .

For Sllaaonrl, Illinois and Arkansas
Fair and colder Tuesday. Wednes-

day, fair.
For East Texas and West Texas-F-air

Tuesday and Wednesday.
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1. Will Use Forco to Keep Pickets From
Funerals.

3. Democrats Call for Information.
Brakeman Falls to Flag Train.
To Boom Parker for President.
Prisoner Admits Killing Four Men.

6. Exclamation Ran Brilliant Race.
7. Happenings In East Side Cities.

8. Editorial.
Society News.

9. Robertson Will Be Terminal Manager.

10. Republic "Want" Ads.
Birth. Marriage and Death Records.
New Corporations.

11. Rooms for Rent Ads.

12. IJve-Btoc- k Mnrltets.
River News and Personals.

13. Varied Influences Leave Stock Market
Dull.

New York Stock Quotations.
Transit Shares Active.
Chicago Wheat Market Weakened.
Summary of St. Louis Market.

14. City Preparing to Handle Collection of
Garbage.

First Turkey Special Arrives In New
York.

Judge Spencer Lauds Cbckrell.
Silver Anniversary Dinner.
Starch Factory Is Burned.

Transports May Brlns; Exhlblls.
Rome, Dec. . The Ministry of Marine

haa tliA tpunatvietn Vnlta and
Garlgllano for "the transportation of the
Italian exhibits to the St. Louis Universal
Expos'llou r- -
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WILL .USE FORCE

TO KEEP PICKETS

FROM ElJIE LS

Chicafio Chief of Police Says
Interference With Burials

Must Stop, "Law or
No Law."

TALKS PLAINLY TO STRIKERS.

Order Directed Apainst Tactics,
of Liverymen Makes Xo Con-

cession to' "Peaceful"
Picketing.

STEPS TOWARD SETTLEMENT.

Board of Arbitration Manages to
Arrange Conference of Which

a Basis of Agreement Is
Arrangcd.

Chicago, Dec. a. Picketing of houses
from which funerals are to start, whether
peaceful or violent, by union Uvery

drivers, who went on strike four days ago
and which has seriously Interfered with,

the burial of tho dead of Chicago, Is to be
prevented by the police under direct orders
issued ht by Chief of Police O'Neill.

J. R Wadsworth, secretary, and Chorlea
Stevens, business agent of the livery-
men's Union, were summoned before Chief
O'Neill and Informed in decidedly
plain language that any differences the
union might have would have to be settled,
away from the houses of mourning.

"This picketing of homes from which)
funerals are being held is beyond tolera-
tion of a civilized community, said Chief
O'Neill.

BEYOND ENDURANCE.
"Your zeal has carried yon beyond! tha

pale of endurance, and such an unheard
of thing as carrying labor troubles to' the
houses of the. dead will not be allowed by
the police. Under no circumstances wfll

I permit picketing of any kind around a
house where a funeral Is to proceed. And
I must say that It ought not to be neces-
sary for me to take this step.

"Law or no law, picketing of every kind
around these houses will have to stop. I
shall take my chances with the courts on
tho question if my conduct Is questioned
in any court."

Chief O'Neill then issued a general order
to all Inspectors of police on tha lins of
his conversation with the two union off-

icials. He instructed the commanding off-

icers to accompany funerals In carriages,
if circumstances seemed to require it, to
see that the laat. rites of the dead wero in
no way interfered with.

ALL PICKETTKG BARRED.
While the courts have been inclined to

permit peaceful picketing. Chief CNetra
order tends to prohibit picketing of any
kind around the houses of mourning. He
declared that in his opinion no
court would be found which would fall to
sustain an act of such evident necessity
and'nropriety as that contemplated by tho
Tollce Department.

On top of Chief O'Neill's order came the
announcement that peace plans
looking to a settlement of the strike had
been launched. Through the efforts of tho
Chicago Board of Arbitration, which was
largely Instrumental In the settlement of
the laundry strike last summer, a com-

mittee of four was appointed at a meeting
of the four Liverymen's and Undertokers'
associations to meet with a committee of
four from the Drivers' Union and endeavor
to bring about an amicable adjustment of
the trouble.

Tho committees got together ht

and agreed upon a basis of arbitrating tha
difficulty. The proposition will be sub-

mitted to a vote of the men on both
sides and its result probably
will be an agreement to settle everything
by arbitration.

BUSY DAY AT POST OFFICE.

Clerks and Carriers Appointed
for the Holiday Rush.

The holiday rush at the Post Office Is
now on. Seventy-fiv- e new clerks and more
that fifty carriers have been added to
the force during the last two days. More
will be added to-d- and win be In the
service until Christmas.

The corridors of the Post Offlce were
crowded yesterday with holiday shoppers
who were sending- - remembrances to ft
atlves and friends out of the city. Cleri5S
were placed at work in the corridor on
the Olive street side of the Post Offlce
yesterday. Stamps ore sold and moll reg-

istered by these clerks.

SENATOR HANNA IS SICK.

Attack of Rheumatism Keeps
nim in His Room.

REPUBLIC STECM.- I-

New York. Dec. Marcus A.
Hanna may be forcod to eat his Christmas
dinner in this city. Ho has been attacked
by rheumatism and I9 now confined to his
rooms in the Waldorf-Astori- a, where he Is
under tho care of a'physlclan.

It was said at the hotel ht that
there Is nothing alarming In the Senator's
condition, althoush he denied himself to
all excepting his most Intimate friends

y.

FOLK SUPPORTERS ORGANIZE.

Club With 115 Members Formed
nt Miuquand, Mo.

RKPUBUC SPECIAL.
Fredertcktown. Mo., Dee. 21. A Folk

Club was organized at Marquand, In this
county, Saturday evening with 115 meni- -

Doctor L. Hull was elected prsiident
--Edward Whlto
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